Tips and Resources to Increase Award Winning Appeal
Ford and Brook Water felt that they needed some tips and resources to pump up the appeal of their yard and make their household more water-efficient indoors and out.  Here are some that they’ve checked out.

Tips
Enter when you have the best chance to win.  (insert clip art image of a monthly calendar/)
· All new plants require more water to get established.  Waiting a year or two, so that watering has reached the levels required for established plants will make your water usage more competitive.
· Note that the residents must be at the home for 11 months of the past twelve to assure that a full year of both indoor and outdoor use is included in the comparison. If you just returned from a three month vacation in Sicily or Flagstaff, the entry will be disqualified.  Wait three months so that there will be a full year of indoor usage.
· If you just moved in, wait until you have been in the home 12-15 months. Take a few months to figure out what the best watering schedules are, make repairs to plumbing and irrigation, and get the water heater set efficiently . Twelve months of water usage will be evaluated.
· Enter soon. As this contest becomes better known, more households will consider competing.
Fix leaking plumbing and irrigation before you start your twelve month of efficient  water management. Enter after that so you will be most efficient.
Consult the resources offered here and ask friends and neighbors across the street for their opinion of your yard before you enter. They may see something that you can quickly fix or improve to have a better chance of winning.
Use the photo tips to be sure your entry shows your yard to best advantage (hyperlink, Lainie).
Save the date. Mark the Yard Visit date for the season in which you apply on your calendar. Plan to be home unless you hear that your Yard has been disqualified.  Finalists that cannot be present for the Yard Visit will be disqualified.

Resources from Your Water Providers
H2O365 Water Conservation Class Series   (insert h2035 logo?)The City of Goodyear offers a new series of FREE classes on how to maintain your yard, what will thrive in it, and how to improve water efficiency each fall and spring.  Find class listings and register.  All are welcome.
Smart Water Use (insert Liberty Logo after August 24—we are still waiting on contract so let’s not 
Put logo everywhere until they sign)  Liberty water provides water efficiency information.
Home Irrigation Checkups  Those with higher water usage who are interested in looking at ways to improve it, may sign up for free landscape irrigation checkups with their water provider. Find out how.
Web Resources for Irrigation and Watering Arizona Municipal Water Users Association (City of Goodyear is a member) and Arizona Department of Water Resources partnered to produce this index of resources.  Find hard copies of the related brochures at City of Goodyear City Hall and Public Works Administration Buildings.
Web Resources for Plants and Maintenance Arizona Municipal Water Users Association and Arizona Department of Water Resources partnered to produce this index of resources.  Find hard copies of the Landscape with Style and Landscape Plants for the Arizona  Desert  at City of Goodyear City Hall and Public Works Administration Buildings.
Print Materials  Stop by Goodyear City Hall or Public Works Administration Building to pick up free copies of a number of publications on watering, maintenance, plant selections and design.
Other Great Resources
EPA WaterSense Find water-efficient plumbing fixtures. Fixtures listed here are at least 10% more efficient than Federal standards.  New product lines are specified and models lists are updated regularly.
Using Rainwater In Arizona Landscapes University of Arizona Extension Service offers suggestions for improving efficiency in using rainwater.
Water Harvesting Resources from University of Arizona A number of quick links.
Demonstration Gardens There are a number of gardens designed to show how water efficiency can be beautiful throughout Maricopa County.  Take a trip for inspiration!  See some of the plants you like, fully established, in proper light and habitat conditions. 


